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Jackson High School’s Jack in the Bot robotics team second in world! 
More than 91,000 students on 3,660 teams from 27 countries competed for a spot in the finals 

The George R. Brown Convention Center was rocking with excitement April 18 to 21 as more 
than 15,000 finalists from around the world traveled to Houston, Texas and put their innovation 
skills to the test at the annual FIRST® Robotics Competition. The four-day event, attended by 
30,000 participants and fans, came down to a heart-pounding conclusion Saturday night in front 
of thousands of cheering fans when teams competed in match finals for the world 
championship! 

“I’m so incredibly proud of the team and their amazing accomplishment. On and off the field they 
performed like champs,” said Maggie Thorleifson, Jackson High robotics advisor. 
 
FIRST Robotics Competition combines sports excitement with the rigors of science and 
technology. Under strict rules, limited resources and time limits, teams are challenged to 
fundraise, design a brand, exercise teamwork and build and program robots to perform tasks 
against competitors. The 2018 challenge, FIRST POWER UP, finds teams and their robots 
trapped in an 8-bit video game. The team with the highest score at the end of the match, which 
includes autonomous and teleoperated periods, defeats the boss and wins the game. 

 

 

 
 

Jack in the Bot robotics team proudly poses after placing second in the world championship 

https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/frc
https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/frc/game-and-season


Jackson High School’s Jack in the Bot robotics team second in world! Page 2 
 

Jackson High’s Jack in the Bot team won the 
Carver Sub-Division with a 15-1-0 record, 
which qualified them to advance to the 
Einstein Field and compete against other 
division winners.  

“At each level of play, the intensity of play 
increased and our drive team had very little 
time between matches at the Einstein Field 
semi-finals,” explained Thorleifson. “With less 
than 10 minutes between matches, our team 
used cans of air to cool down our motors so 
the robot would be ready for the next match.” 
 

With a record of 4-1-0, the team qualified for the finals at the Minute Maid Field also known as 
the FIRST World Championship! Jack in the Bot came in second after being defeated by a 20-
year veteran team who carried an unprecedented record of 53-0-0 wins in official FIRST play. 

“Countless times coaches and student members of other teams came up to me to compliment 
both the performance of our team and the amazing attitude of the drive team!” said Thorleifson. 
“They were impressed with the cooperation and leadership they presented to their alliance on 
the field, which was invaluable to teams that competed with them!”  
 
Click for more info on the results of the world championship. 
 
Many thanks to the community partnerships who helped make this possible: 
 

• The Boeing Company 
• Microsoft 
• Electroimpact 
• OSPI 
• Everett Sound Machine Works 
• Washington FIRST Robotics 
• Brian Gattman and Dave Mumaw 
• SolidWorks 
• Intellectual Ventures 

• Washington Women's Foundation 
• Dwayne Lane's Chrysler Jeep 

Dodge Ram 
• F5 Networks 
• Tacoma Screw 
• Air Gas/Crane Aerospace 
• SPEEA, grant 
• Computer Concepts, donation 
• Henry M. Jackson High School 

 
---end--- 
 
For more information: 
Leanna Albrecht, Director of Communications, 425-385-4040 
Maggie Thorleifson, Henry M. Jackson Robotics Advisor, 425-385-7000 

Jack in the Bots won their sub-division and 
advanced to Einstein Field semi-finals 
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