
Welcome

to Ms. Mercker’s Class

Curriculum Night 2017
C118



About Ms. Mercker
● This is my third year teaching 6th grade ELA at 

Eisenhower. 

● I received my Master’s in Teaching from Seattle 
University and my BA in Literature from WWU. 

● I am passionate about language, literature, and 
learning! 

● My mission: to foster the growth of each child 
academically, intellectually, socially and civically. 



What’s in a name?

ELA = English Language Arts

Block = 2 period class

English 6 = Class title on schedule 



Central Text: SpringBoard
● Curriculum designed by College Board (AP)
● Common Core aligned
● Includes: 

○ Embedded Assessments (Essays) 
○ Focus on three modes of writing
○ Readings and analysis of various informational and 

literary texts
○ Academic and literary vocabulary



Additional Learning Activities

Weekly Assignments
● Greek & Latin Roots Vocabulary
● Article of the Week
Reading
● Independent Reading Projects
● Class Novel Studies/Genre Studies





Using the Planner (Ike Pages)
● Crucial to success in middle school
● Record the daily focus, reminders, and 

homework assignments
● Big project deadlines recorded in advance
● Please check at home! 
● Teaches responsibility and allows students 

ownership over their education



Grading Philosophy and Policy
● Grades should reflect student learning. 
● Therefore, grades are based on: 

○ 70%  Summative Assessments (essays, tests, projects)

○ 15% Formative Assessments (quizzes, rough drafts)

○ 15% Daily Work (smaller-scale tasks/homework)

● Summative Assessments can be redone for a 
higher grade. 



LMS Gradebook Codes
● M = Missing - has not been turned in (or is missing a name)

● TI = Turned In*
● R = Retake quiz or test - after studying/practicing

● AB = Absent - needs to make up 
● TL = Too Late - the unit has finished and/or over a month has passed 

● X = Excused 
● Y/N = Yes/No (used for record keeping)
● Blank = Not yet due or not yet checked
*TI is used either for work that has not yet been graded, or work that will not be given a number score 



Grading cont’d
Other codes to know: 

● ES = Exceeding Standard = 90%-100% = A
● AS = At Standard = 80%-89% = B
● NS = Nearing Standard = 70%-79% = C
● *BeS = Below Standard = 69% and below = D/F



Grading cont’d
*Students should re-assess if they receive an NS or 
BeS on a summative assessment.  

To be eligible: 

● Must complete all related missing work. 
● Must talk to me about it and create a plan. 



Communication
Email emercker@everettsd.org

I will do my best to respond within 24 hours

Remind app Text @merck to 81010 
OR send an email merck@mail.remind.com

Website     http://www.everettsd.org/eis-emercker
C118 Blog and other resources 

http://www.everettsd.org/eis-emercker

